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Department Notes. 

The return of Dr. Cubberley to 
the class room last week following 
a serious illness was hailed with de- 
light by the members of the depart- 
ment. The promotion of Brother 
Sears, one of our charter members, 
to the position of Associate Profes- 
sor of Education was cause for con- 
gratulation. Professor Sears was 
one of less than a score of the fac- 
ulty to receive promotion this year. 
Another of our members, William 



Proctor, received an appointment to 
the position of Instructor in the De- 
partment of Education. 

Acknowledgments. 

We were glad to receive the News 
Letter of the following Chapters : 
Cornell, Nebraska, Indiana, Ohio, 
New York, and San Francisco 
Alumni. We would be pleased to re- 
ceive a similar favor from the other 
Chapters who issue News Letters. 

JOHN K. NORTON, Cor. Sec. 



Kansas 



City School Survey. 

The Bureau of School Service of 
the University of Kansas has re- 
cently sent out summaries of data 
reported by nineteen cities in Kan- 
sas. Besides the figures here re- 
produced, there are twenty figures 
showing the facts about retardation 
and elimination, failures in the ele- 
mentary schools, and the distribu- 
tion of teachers with respect to 



training and teaching experience. 
Complete tables are also given per- 
mitting detailed comparison among 
the cities. 

Summaries not yet completed deal 
with finances and high school teach- 
er's marks. These summaries have 
all been prepared under the direc- 
tion of Dean F. J. Kelly by graduate 
students in the School of Education, 
two of whom are members of the 
Kansas Chapter. 
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Fig. I. Retardation and acceleration in 12 
cities in Kansas, enrolling 28,443 children. 
The figure should be read: City P has a 
retardation of 12.8 per cent and an accelera- 
tion of 18.5 per cent. The average of the 12 



cities is shown, also Cubherley's estimate of 
the condition under a properly adjusted 
course of study. The high school is in- 
cluded in all except N and O. iNormal age 
in Grade I is 6 or 7, Grade II 7 or 8. Grade 
III 8 or 9, etc. 
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Annual Spring Reunion. 

In connection with the Fourteenth 
Annual Conference of Kansas High 
Schools at Lawrence, Kappa Chap- 
ter held its annual spring reunion 
on March 17, beginning at 6 o'clock 
and ending after 10 in the evening. 
This meeting was made especially 
enjoyable by three new features. 

The first of these took place al- 
most before we were through eat- 
ing our cake. Four members of the 
local Chapter sang the new quartet 
arrangement of the Fraternity 
hymn, "Phi Delta Kappa's Light." 
This was the first time that most of 
the men had heard the song, and the 
first trial of the quartet arrange- 
ment in Kansas. The brothers were 
forced to respond to an encore. 

The second feature was the ini- 
tiation of two men, held for the ben- 
efit of the visiting brothers. The 
initiates were William J. Warren, a 
graduate student in Education, and 
Frank A. Thomann, junior in Edu- 
cation. This time, contrary to cus- 
tom, the victims were fattened in- 
stead of starved for the slaughter. 
The initiation was unusually inter- 
esting to all except the initiates, 
whose discomfiture was soon com- 
plete. To them the most disturbing- 
feature was the frequency of caus- 
tic remarks from the alumni. 
Brother McAllister in particular ob- 
jected to the admission of candidates 
of such "decided inferiority." But 
finally we were all satisfied, even 
the initiates, and the ceremony came 
to a propitious close. 

The third feature of the evening 
came after the initiation. Brother 
H. W. Nutt of the School of Edu- 
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Figures IX, X, XI, and XII. A distribution 
of Teachers with respect to salary. Fig. IX 
men teaching in the grades. Fig. X women 
teaching in the grades. Fig. XI men teach- 
ing in the high school. Fig. XII women 
teaching in the high school. 
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cation, director of Oread Training 
School, presented a report of his 
"Investigation of Rythm in Hand- 
writing." Brother Nutt explained 
in detail the mechanism of the ma- 
chine which he used in his investi- 
gations and in response to the re- 
quest of the brothers promised to 



explain the results in detail at a later 
date. A detailed account of the ex- 
periments and the results thus far 
obtained can be found on Professor 
Nutt's article, "Rythm in Handwrit 
ing," which appeared in the Febru- 
ary number of the Elementary 
School Journal. 

A. K. LOOMIS, Cor. Sec. 




The membership of Alumnus 
Delta now numbers fifteen. This 
includes practically every Phi Delta 
Kappa man in the entire San Joa- 
quin Valley. But five of the mem- 
bers live in Fresno, the others trav- 
eling from ten to 160 miles each 
time to attend the meetings. 

Meetings have been held regular- 
ly on the third Saturday of each 
month since the establishment of the 
Chapter on October 14, 1916. As the 
attendance has been practically 100 
per cent of the membership at each 
of the meetings, Alumnus Delta 
feels that it may be pardoned a rea- 
sonable pride in the devotion of its 
men. 

As all of the members except 
those living in Fresno are primarily 
interested in rural school work, it 
has been possible to undertake a 
program which might be impossible 
in a group where more diversified 
interests prevailed. At present each 
man outside of Fresno is engaged in 
making a complete survey of his 
district. Such details are being 
gathered as value of land holdings, 
tenantry and ownership, community 
organizations, school equipment, 
curricula, nationalities, etc. At the 
end of the present school term 
Brothers Phelps and Houser from 
the Fresno State Normal will under- 
take to test as many of the rural 



elementary schools in these districts 
as possible with some of the stand- 
ard tests, probably in reading, writ- 
ing and arithmetic, in an endeavor 
to make a beginning toward the es- 
tablishment of rural school stand- 
ards of achievement. 

Brothers Mayer and Stagner are 
to make a study of nationalities in 
their school, the Fresno High School 
(and possibly the Junior College) 
and also to give one or two of the 
standard high school tests there and 
to direct their use in testing some of 
the rural high schools of the valley. 

The Chapter has been anxious to 
undertake this sort of program as 
initial piece of work, believing that 
when these results are gathered and 
tabulated there will be a basis for 
the intelligent consideration and 
discussion of rural school needs, 
especially for the San Joaquin Val- 
ley, that would be lacking were 
each man to depend upon his indi- 
vidual opinion or observation. It 
may well be that the immediate fu- 
ture activity of the Chapter may 
thus be largely based upon the re- 
sults of this work. 

On March 15 the annual C. T. A. 
dinner of the Chapter was held at 
the University Club, Fresno. As 
both the Fresno County Institute 
and Central Section of the California 
Teachers' Association occurred to- 



